CHAPTER 10.
THE REV. JOSIAH THOMAS CRATHORNE.

Essington owes a tremendous debt to the Rev. Crathorne who was Vicar of Bushbury-with-Essington from 1818
to 1833 and after that Vicar of Bushbury until 1855.

There is an old saying that it needs the right man in the right place at the right time for maximum impact to be
made, and this was certainly proved to be true in the case of Mr. Crathorne and Essington.

Soon after his arrival at Bushbury in 1918, he realised that his
parish was already so large as to be virtually unmanageable, and
with growth and movement of population north of Wolverhampton
planned for the 1920's and 1930's, the position could only get
worse. He had two alternatives. He could either concentrate
on Bushbury and leave Essington 'to get on with it' as best they
could; or he could build up Essington to stand on its own feet and
possibly, in the short term, take the risk of neglecting Bushbury
whilst he did so. With great courage and foresight he chose the
latter, and more difficult course.

His efforts came to fruition in 1933, after which he could

Rev. Crathorne

concentrate solely on Bushbury,.

From the correspondence in the records, it is unbelievable the amount of work he got though in the 1920's.
There are innumerable letters to the Bishop, to the Diocesan Registrar, to solicitors, to the Building Committee,
to the Church Commissioners - and not least to the solicitors and agent of Squire A.L. Vernon, regarding the
acquisition of a site on which to build. Relations with the squire, by now a very old man, became strained to
put it mildly and it was not until after seven years of negotiation [some of it acrimonious) that a site was finally

secured.

In a report concerning the new church, the Walsall Observer in 1833 comments that "the existence of the new
Church and Parish will owe much to the inspiration of the late Mr. J.C. Forrest and to the persistence and
courageous leadership of the present vicar (Rev. J.T. Crathorne] and the support consistently given by the
Essington people themselves. Self sacrifice and hard work have characterised both the Vicar and the
people " "The Vicar has been pressing forward this scheme for many years and no-one will be more

content than he when the work is consummated.”

One can imagine the Rev. Crathorne reading that last comment and uttering a heartfelt, "You can say that

again!”

A most beautiful stained glass window in Bushbury Church perpetuates his memory. Essington people would

enjoy seeing it.
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