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Dear Readers,
By the time you read this, we should all be dipping our
toes into the uncharted waters of freedom after
lockdown!
I was going to say, the “warm” waters of freedom, but
the wind is still so cold at the moment, that I couldn’t
actually remember what it was like to jump into a warm
swimming pool or, better still, wade into a warm sea.
Maybe I shall experience that once again in the not too
distant future…..
I include with pleasure, in this Magazine, details of the
services which are resuming at the churches in
Essington and Shareshill. Little by little, we shall be
able to expand the Diary, as events start up again in the
village.

I see that it is 90 years this month since the
publication of the first Highway Code. The first edition
was 21 pages long - it is now 189 pages long!! Can’t see
that happening to this Magazine, you will be pleased to
hear…...

Kate Rissbrook.
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Services at Essington and Shareshill
There is lots of information about current and future
services at both St. John’s and St. Mary & St. Luke’s in the
News Bulletin further on in the Magazine, so do look there.
In brief, it is intended that there will be a service at
St. John’s at 10.00 am every Sunday, with a Communion
Service on the first and third Sundays of the month. On the
second and fourth Sundays the service will be led by the
church’s team - accessible, joyful and engaging worship!!
Shareshill will be holding Communion Services on the
second and fourth Sundays, and on the first and third
Wednesdays, beginning on Wednesday, 7th April, if these
times suit you better.
Do keep an eye on the websites and the noticeboards of
both churches for updated information (including what will
happen when there’s a fifth Sunday in the month!)

https://stjohnsessington.co.uk
https://shareshill.church

St. John’s Registers
Funerals at Bushbury Crematorium
30.3.21

Gordon Slade (95 years)

30.3.21

Sylvia Jean Hudson (87 years)
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Parish Letter
Dear Friends,

Unbelievably (or so it seems to me), it is almost Easter-time
again. I think we are fortunate in this country, that Easter
falls at this time of the year, which is full of colour and new
birth. The Spring flowers are fresh and simply beautiful,
and all around, the countryside is beginning to blossom - a
reflection of what Easter is about, the glorious celebration
of new life, offered to us through the death and resurrection
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
During the last few weeks in the church's calendar we have
been in the season of Lent, culminating in Holy Week,
giving us the opportunity to remember the last few days of
Jesus's life, leading up to his crucifixion on Good Friday,
and then on Easter Sunday itself, to rejoice in His
resurrection.
"The Lord is risen, he is risen indeed."
These are words which we repeat often during the Easter
season, and it is on this premise that Christian belief and
faith is based.
As St. Paul said, if Jesus did not rise from the dead, then
our faith is without substance and meaning. In other words,
if we see Jesus only as an inspirational teacher, then that is
very different from a belief in a living, loving God, who is
interested in each one of us as an individual person, and
who offers us so much more.
Some of the loveliest accounts that we have in the New
Testament are of Jesus and the disciples at this time of
Easter. You see the love, compassion, forgiveness and
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patience of Jesus as he tried to give confidence to those he
loved.
When the disciples first began to believe that the Lord had
truly risen, there was doubt and fear as well as joy, perhaps
similar to our own feelings on occasion. The disciples were
stricken by the death of their beloved leader and had no
expectation of what was to happen.
At first, the journey ahead seemed dark and without
direction, and it was to be a gradual recognition of the truth,
as they slowly dared to hope and trust that Jesus was
indeed alive and still with them, even if not in the same way
they had previously known.
For us too, everyday life and also church life has vastly
changed, and maybe will remain different even when things
eventually return to some sort of normal. Jesus is with us
as much as he was with those first disciples, treating us
with that same love, compassion, forgiveness and patience,
as we too seek to find our way forward.
Like those first disciples, we need to draw strength from
each other, and to stay close to Christ, even if his presence
is not always visible.
Can I finish by wishing you a very enjoyable and blessed
Easter. Keep safe.
Revd Rosemary.
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In addition to the names in the St John’s Team list, here are a
couple of other numbers you can ring as a first point of contact:
Rev Rosemary Biddle
Sue Hinks-Caldwell

01922 419032
01922 516450

The St. John’s Team
For enquiries regarding:
Weddings

Mrs Mary White

Christenings

Mrs Delphine Hipkiss 01902 828064

Funerals

Mrs Joy Burrows

01922 478853
01922 407698

Use of WEB Annex Mrs Kath Grantham

01902 732041

Safeguarding

Mrs Sue Davenport

01922 495516

Patronage &
Stewardship
(collecting money)

Mrs Sue Davenport

01922 495516

Reader

Mrs Delphine Hipkiss 01902 828064

Secretary

Mrs Hilary Southern 01922 445265

Verger

Mrs Joy Burrows

01922 407698

Church Warden

Mr John Peterken

01902 723157

http://stjohnsessington.co.uk
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HOPE
What is hope? Hope is light after dark, new birth, green shoots from
decay, new opportunities. We have all come through the darkest of
times. The worst of the winter is now over, and the days are getting
longer.
The gardens are starting to sprout again. New flowers such as
crocuses, snowdrops and daffodils are bright. Trees will soon turn
green again. The grass will soon need mowing again. New lambs and
calves are gambolling in our fields.
Covid is slowly starting to get less. Fewer people are ill, the vaccine is
being rolled out quickly and that is starting to help us all to look
forward to “normal” life again.
Our church is looking forward to opening up again on Palm Sunday.
Easter is the season now, where the wondrous Resurrection of Christ
took place. This gives hope to us all. Jesus was put to death in the
worst possible way, but overcame death and lives again for us all.
Out of the darkest months – winter and the terrible toll of Covid – we
are emerging into the bright sunlight again. So, even in those dark
times, the Lord never left us. He has brought us through the worst, and
will stay with us as we travel forward, as
He always does.
And that, folks, is HOPE.

Hilary Southern.
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ESSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Has a venue available for hire that is suitable for a
wide variety of functions / uses, at reasonable rates

ESSINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Hobnock Road, Essington, WV11 2RF
Licensed Bar available
Catering available from The Old School Tearooms
Charges
Community Centre Hall - £15.00 per hour inc. VAT
or £120.00 per full day hire inc. VAT
Hire of the Council Chamber - £10.00 per hour
Bookings and enquiries can be made by contacting:

Louise Tipler, Acting Clerk to the Council,
01922 711608
Monday-Friday, 8.30 am - 4.30 pm
(Please ring before you visit, to ensure that
the Clerk is in)
Email: clerk@essingtonpc.org
www.essingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Tea Dance @

Essington Community Centre
Every Tuesday Afternoon
2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
No partner required!
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A. LLOYD
PLASTERING AND ARTEXING
Also Coving, Rendering and Painting
All Work Undertaken
Mobile: 07803 036215
Home No: 01922 408175
58 Hawthorne Road, Essington

Jay’s Carpets

The one stop rolling
Carpet Shop!
For a free measure &
quote, with samples
brought to your home,
Contact Jay today.
You can call, text and
WhatsApp on

07957 197489

Standeford Garden Construction
EST 1954 Family Run Business

Block Paving, Tarmacing, Turfing
Slabbing, Fencing.
All General Landscaping.
We also deliver Soil, Sand, Stone, etc.
For a free quote, ring 07748 636549 or
01902 790238
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Teleview Services
Television  Video  Satellite
Sales  Service  Rentals

ADAM & EVE’S
UNISEX SALON
71 HILL ST. ESSINGTON
Pensioners Rate Mon– Wed

Also
Open:
Widescreen TV & Plasma: 24-28-32-42 inch 9.00am - 5.00pm
Tue - Fri

Call Winston on 07802 933568
or 01922 475782

E. ARROWSMITH & SON
ALL ROOFING, FELT ROOFING
U.P.V.C FASCIA AND GUTTERS
BRICKWORK ETC.
VALLEYS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
185 BROAD LANE, ESSINGTON

9.00am - 6.00pm Thurs
8.00am - 3.00pm Sat.
Tel: (01922) 406786

REGISTERED PLUMBER
HATHERLEY'S
PLUMBING & HEATING

24 Hour
Emergency service,
also blocked
drains cleared
Tel: (01902) 731878

TEL. (01922) 477754

Mobile phone 07956 824381

S & L Business Services Ltd

ESSINGTON
HOME & GARDENS

Full Accountancy Service for the Small Business.
Specialising in Sole Traders. Self Employed.
Partnership Accounts.
PAYE & VAT Returns. Management Accounts.
Assistance in Corporate Recovery.
For all Enquiries Please Contact Steve Jones,

76 Brownshore Lane, Essington. WV11 2AG
Tel: 01922 494490
Mob: 07917 454136
Email: sw_jones@btinternet.com

PAINTING,
CARPENTRY,
ELECTRICAL,
PLUMBING,
LANDSCAPING.
Call James 07393 307638
Evening 01922 401756

THE 1911 CAFÉ
Your Community Café and Hub at The Essington Community
Centre. Open Monday to Friday 9-3 Saturday 10-3
With a wide range of hot and cold food and drinks
All day breakfast, takeaway, afternoon tea
Catering also available for events
Visit our Website www.1911cafe.co.uk, Call us 01922 408900
or 07958788911 or Email us hello@1911cafe.co.uk
The 1911 Café, Essington Community Centre,
Hobnock Road, Essington, Wolverhampton, WV11 2RF.
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ABSTRACT BLINDS
VERTICAL– ROLLER– WOOD
VENETIAN - VENETIAN
CONSERVATORY BLINDS
Free No Obligation Quotes and
Competitive Prices
Local Family Run Business
Mobile: 07966 025011
Or 01902 656688
www.abstractblinds.co.uk

Hawthorne Flowers
& Home Brew
Weddings Birthdays Anniversaries & Funerals

Fresh or Artificial Flowers
Gifts & Cards to complement your
Flowers
Tel: 01922 402396
Email: enquiries@hawthorneflowers.co.uk
66 Wolverhampton Road, Essington WV11 2BX

WOOD BURNING STOVE
INSTALLATIONS
By Mike Kiely Heating
All aspects of solid fuel & gas work undertaken
HETAS & GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Please telephone Mike on 07968 034344
DJC ROOFING
& BUILDING Ltd
All Types of
Roofing:
Firestone Rubber
Flat Roofing
20 Year Guarantee
Felt Roofing, Slating
Tiling, Repairs &
Maintenance. UPVC
Fascia & Guttering
No Job Too Large
or Small
Contact
Dave Cockayne:
07778 338458
or
01922 404169

B. N. NORTH & SON LTD
REGISTERED PLUMBERS

PLUMBING AND CENTRAL
HEATING ENGINEERS.
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
ON GAS, PLUMBING AND CENTRAL
HEATING
RYECROFT COTTAGE
BURSNIPS ROAD,
ESSINGTON WV11 2RE

Tel: 01922 475743
Mobile: 07889 887495
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Marcus Cooper
Plumbing & Home Improvements
Bathroom Fitting
Kitchen Fitting
Floor and Wall Tiling
Free Bathroom & Kitchen Planning
All work undertaken - from replacing a tap
washer to designing and fitting a new kitchen
Phone for a free quotation
Tel. 01922 405315
Mob. 07950 850661
Kingsway Essington

We are Moving…..
Still the same great service!

Tel: 01922 413272

www.essingtonmobility.co.uk
Showrooms now in Leamore and Hednesford
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HOMER HEATING SERVICES LTD
Gas, Oil & Combination Boiler Service & Repair
25 Years Experience
All Work Guaranteed
Family Run Business

GAS SAFE Reg.

126 Woden Avenue
Wednesfield
Wolverhampton
WV11 1PW

Tel: 01902 723849
Mob: 07831 788941

PERMANENT SEAL ROOFING G.R.P.
25 Year Guarantee on Flat Roofs
Using Fibre Glass Materials
All Types of Roofing Work Covered
Home and Garden Improvements Carried Out
For a Free Quote
Tel: David 01922 712877 (Home) 07976 414542 (Mobile)
110 Broad Lane Essington

ASHMORE GLASS

Est. 1998 (of Essington)
Suppliers & Installers of:-

UPVC - WINDOWS / DOORS / PORCHES & CONSERVATORIES

•
•
•
•

MISTED GLASS REPLACED
FASCIA / SOFFIT & GUTTERS
GLASS / MIRROR CUT TO SIZE
COMPOSITE / BIFOLD DOORS

FREE QUOTATIONS

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY & MEASURING SERVICE AVAILABLE
UNITS 27 - 29 ESSINGTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
BOGNOP ROAD ESSINGTON, WOLVERHAMPTON
FREEPHONE 0800 980 9620
01902 488334
01922 400029
www.ashmoreglass.co.uk
ashmoreglass@btconnect.com
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TOP QUALITY SEASONED LOGS
Suppliers of premium quality well-seasoned
logs. All our logs are air dried and
stored indoors, 17% moisture.
PARK NOOK LOGS Tel: 07715 497426
WILLENHALL RUFC MINI AND JUNIORS

We recruit from the age of 6-18.
We train on Wednesdays from 6.30pm
Find us on Bognop Road, Essington
Please call or text Michelle on 07432 028356
or email:
recruitment@willenhallrufc.co.uk
for more information
Free gift for all new members!

PIANO, KEYBOARD, &
MUSIC THEORY, TUITION

A.J.SELLMAN

Family Funeral
Directors
A Special Level of
Care Since 1870
Pre-paid Funeral Plans
and Advice
Bereavement Counselling
Funerals Arranged
in any Area

70 Church Street,
Cannock

All ages – all abilities

St. Michael’s Square,
Penkridge

ESSINGTON

01543 502322 or
01785 715840

Tel: Rob, 07576 107832

sellmans@ajsellman.com
www.ajsellman.co.uk

Mix Fitness with Friendship!
GENTLE EXERCISE CLASS

Foot Health
Practitioner
For all your foot care

For older and less mobile people
All welcome. No upper or lower age limits,
all exercises can be done seated or standing
Essington Wood Methodist Church, Bursnips Road,
Essington, WV11 2RE
every Tuesday at 9.30 am
Refreshments available afterwards
£3.50 per week, pay as you come
Lisa 07773 326373
lisaembrey@hotmail.com
Fully qualified and insured. 10 years’ experience
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Nail trimming
Callus reduced
Corn reduction
Foot massage
Including care for diabetic
patients.

Contact Lorraine Barnes
CFHP.MPSPract.
Essington 07894 343773

• Farm Shop • Butchery and Deli •
• Restaurant • PYO •
__________________________________________________________________________________

Home reared, home produced and local
produce right on your doorstep!
Pedigree Hereford Beef, Free-Range Pork and
Home Cured Bacon
Homemade Cakes, Pies and Ready Meals
Handmade in our Country Kitchen
Book to try our famous afternoon tea in our restaurant
or carvery roast every Sunday!

Breakfast • Lunch • Afternoon Tea • Sweet Treats
• Opening Hours •

Farm Shop: Open daily 9 am-5 pm/Restaurant: Open daily 9 am-4.30 pm

www.essingtonfarm.co.uk/01902 735724/
info@essingtonfarm.co.uk

Derek Mante BSc (Hons)
M.Ch.S.R.Ch. HCPC
Podiatrist/Chiropodist
Having recently taken early
retirement from
Specialist Foot Health Services
Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust
where I worked for 17 years
as Senior Podiatrist,
Now practising as Visiting
Podiatrist in your home.
Treatments for Diabetics, Arthritis,
Callus, Corns, Verrucas, Ingrowing
Toenails
(using local anaesthetics)
Foot & Toe Nail Infections.

STUART MACEY
Your Local
Painter & Decorator
Over 30 Years’
Experience
Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates &
Quality Work
Guaranteed
95 Hill Street, Essington

Tel: 07929 474459
Email: derek.mante@tiscali.co.uk
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Tel: 01922 478837
Mobile: 07729 046766

NEWS FROM ESSINGTON WOOD
March 2021
‘Wishing You All a Happy and Peaceful Easter’
During the transition period between the two Chapels, services
were held at the farm buildings now known as “Chapel Farm”,
which was then, as now, the domain of the Bloxham family.
The “turnip house” as it was known, adjoining the cowshed, was
used, with benches being brought in from the old Chapel for
use as pews. The building was a barn type structure, being
steel-framed corrugated iron sheeting painted black. Although
the section used for services was blown down by a severe gale
just before the Second World War, the remaining part of the
same building is still standing and is now used as a coke store.
In 1932 the new Bloxwich Wesley Circuit, consisting of Bloxwich
Wesley, Great Wyrley and Essington Wood was formed with
Mr. W. E. Hawthorne of Essington Wood as Senior Circuit
Steward, just as he had been for many years in the Walsall
Centenary Circuit.
J.C.

Reading the FoE page opposite, thanking the residents
who pick up the litter in in the village, I am impelled to
make a potentially controversial comment!
Speaking as someone who, on a daily basis, tries to keep
at least one little bit of Blackhalve Lane litter-free, I firmly
believe that we don’t stand a chance of saving our planet
as long as there are people living on it who are prepared to
throw horrible stuff out of their cars.
Ed.
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Friends of Essington
Wishing Everybody a Happy Easter
and Keep Safe
Social Events - FoE Virtual Pub Quiz
Due to the continued Covid-19 lockdown, all quizzes are taking
place “virtually” on a weekly basis.
Date:
Every Wednesday
Venue: Essington FoE Quiz Page
Time: 7.30 pm

2022 Friends of Essington Calendar
The committee would like once again to extend an invitation to
the community to submit photos of Essington. Seasonal
variations would be welcomed for the 2022 Calendar.
Please continue to submit pictures to the following email
address: foessington@gmail.com
Any pictures submitted will be assumed to be copyright free.
We aim to place photos into a selection process by the end of
August 2021.

Environmental
Continued thanks go out to the kind residents who have
maintained and litter-picked the area during lockdown. It has
been noticed…..

☺

Become a Member?
We are always looking for new members and would welcome
anyone who would like to help maintain and improve our village
environment. If you are interested, please contact us by email
foessington@gmail.com, on Twitter @FoEssington or via our
website: http://friendsofessington.com
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News Bulletin from St. John’s Church
The news is getting
better!
We are restarting
services in the
church building as
of Palm Sunday,
28th March.

From now on (so long as the pandemic situation
allows), there will be a service every Sunday at
10.00 am. The plan is to have a communion service
on the first and third Sundays of the month. For those
who would like to go to a communion on the second
and fourth Sundays, then you can go to Shareshill
when St. Mary and St. Luke’s are having theirs.
When it’s completed, the list of services and the
ministers will be put on the noticeboard.
We hope you enjoyed the Mothering Sunday service
online. The great thing about these online services is
that you can watch at any time and as often as you like.
Links to them will stay on the website. We hope to
make more available. With a bit of luck, we will video
the Easter Service and put that on as well. If that goes
well, then it may become a pattern.
St. John’s church and St. John’s Primary Academy
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would like to have a closer connection. It is likely that
the children from the school will be involved in some of
the services by video. Maybe Easter? Keep
watching!
The Team who keep the churchyard looking good
started back on 21st March. There are only a few of
them at present, but they work hard and things are
shaping up well for spring.
A fault in the roof of the new annex showed up during
the torrential rains early in the year. The leak was fixed
and now that things have dried out, the damage
caused will be made good by the builder.
The diocese now has our Parish Profile to advertise for
the new vicar. Let’s hope we are as attractive a
proposition as we like to think we are!
Spring is here and we are celebrating Jesus rising after
his death on the cross.
Anything is possible.
Let’s go for it!
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Notices of Thanks

DAVE MASON
WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, ESSINGTON
Phyl, Sharon and Michael would like to thank all family and
friends for the many cards, kind messages and donations
received in memory of Dave who sadly passed away on
27th November 2020.
A total of £500 was sent to the Meningitis Research
Foundation, a charity close to our hearts since the loss of
our son, Paul, in 1973.
We would also like to thank the many people who came to
pay their respects to Dave as the funeral passed through
the village on Christmas Eve, this meant a lot to us all.
God bless, keep safe.

Gwen Chilton would like to thank everyone for the beautiful
cards and kind wishes she received for her 90th birthday.
It was lovely to hear from so many people.
God Bless you all.

Gwen.
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23rd April : St. George’s Day
– our Patron Saint who isn’t English
The English have a patron saint who isn’t English, about whom
next to nothing is known for sure, and who, just possibly, may
not have existed at all.

But that didn’t stop St. George being patriotically invoked in
many battles, notably at Agincourt and in the Crusades, and of
course, it is his cross that adorns the flags of English football
fans to this day.
It’s most likely that St. George was a soldier, a Christian who
was martyred for his faith somewhere in Palestine, possibly at
Lydda, in the early fourth century. At some point in the early
centuries of the Church he became associated with wider
military concerns, being regarded as the patron saint of the
Byzantine armies. There is no doubt that St George was held
as an example of the ‘godly soldier’, one who served Christ as
bravely and truly as he served his king and country.
The story of George and the
dragon is of much later date and
no one seems to know where it
comes from.
By the Middle Ages, when George
was being honoured in stained
glass, the dragon had become an
invaluable and invariable visual
element, so that for most people
the two are inseparable.
Pub signs have a lot to answer for
here: “The George and Dragon”.
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VILLAGE INFORMATION
Doctors Libberton, Ram & Gulati
Essington Community Centre,
Essington Medical Centre,
Hobnock Road, WV11 2RF.
Tel: 01922 470130
Open: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6.30 p.m.
Tuesday 8 a.m. - 7.30 p.m.

Pharmacy
Hawthorne Chemist,
Essington Community Centre.

Registration of Births & Deaths
Register Office:
Cannock Chase Council Offices
Beecroft Road, Cannock,
WS11 1BG.
Tel: 0300 111 8001
Visits by appointment only.
Mon. to Fri. 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Playgroup
For details, ring: 01922 403255

Tel: 01922 491249
Open times: Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 8.30 am - 6.30 pm,
Police contact number
Sat 9 am - 1 pm

Tel: 03001234455

Essington Post Office
69 Hill Street, Essington.
Telephone: 01922 475379
Open Times:
Mon - Fri 6.30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 6.30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Essington Medical Centre Patient Participation Group
We are looking for new members.
If you are a patient and would like
to be involved, please contact the
surgery.

DEADLINE DATE FOR THE MAY 2021 MAGAZINE
THURSDAY 22nd APRIL 2021
Material received after this date may be held over to the next month. Also,
some material may have to be held over if there is not enough space
available to print it. All letters, notices of thanks, articles, poems etc. must
be accompanied by the full name and address of the sender. Material
received by the Editor without this information will not be published.

Material for publication in the next issue, please forward to :
Mrs Kate Rissbrook, Blackhalve Farm, Blackhalve Lane, Essington,
WV11 2BB
Tel. 01902 732886
E-mail: stjohns_mag1@btinternet.com
All Advertising matters to:
Mr S. Bate, 86 Hill St, Essington. Tel. 01922 477002
E-mail: stanbate@btinternet.com
If you would like to receive this monthly Magazine:
(£5 for 12 issues, delivered free of charge)
Contact Mrs Bea Hammond, Tel. 01922 478753
E-mail: beatrice@bhammond.co.uk
Printed and published by St. John’s Church, Essington.
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