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Dear Readers,

Before I started writing this, I looked back to the
January 2020 issue of the Magazine. I didn't know
whether to laugh or cry when I saw that one of my
so-called jokes at the bottom of one of the pages was:

"Somebody asked me where I see myself in the New
Year. How do I know? I don't have 2020 vision!"

Well, how prophetic that joke was! I cannot imagine
that anyone reading that Magazine could have foreseen
just where we would be, twelve months later.

The horrid Virus has affected us all, to a greater or
lesser extent, and has made 2020 a very difficult year.
All T can do is send very best wishes to everyone and
hope that 2021 is, eventually, a much happier time.

OK, this time I'm hedging my bets and am going to
include two totally contrasting quotations about
January. You choose which one you want to go with:

"If I had my way, I would remove January from
the calendar altogether and have an extra July
instead." —Roald Dahl.

"I love beginnings. If I were in charge of
calendars, every day would be 1°* January."
—Jerry Spme//:

Happy New Year!
Kate Rissbrook.

http://stjohnsessington.co.uk
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ST. JOHN’S REGISTERS

Burial of Ashes in St. John’s Churchyard

18.9.20 Joan Perry (93)
14.12.20 Thomas Collier
22.12.20 Janet Nicklin (93)

Funeral Service & Cremation at Bushbury Crematorium
17.11.20 Paul Eccleston (72)

Funeral in Church & Burial in Strawberry Lane Cemetery
6.11.20 Andrew Phillips (40)

Funeral in Church & Cremation at Streetly
23.11.20 Susan Chester (67)

Funeral in Church & Burial in St. John’s Churchyard
11.12.20 Kelly Proffitt (28)

ST. JOHN’S MINISTRY TEAM

Warden: John Peterken CHURCH OFFICERS
Tel. 01902 723157

Secretary: Mrs Hilary Southern

, o Tel. 01922 445265
Reader: Mrs Delphine Hipkiss
Tel. 01902 828064 Verger: Mrs Joy Burrows
Tel. 01922 407698
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Parish Letter

Hello everyone,

This is the first time | have been asked to write the Letter for the
Magazine, and | am very honoured to do so.

Well, 2020 was certainly a difficult year, and many people have
said “good riddance”. It is hard to disagree!

There have been many disruptions, largely due to Covid.
People have lost loved ones, to both Covid and other iliness as
well. People have been cut off and are very lonely. Weddings
and holidays have been curtailed, and other events have had to
be much reduced. And of course Christmas could not be the
same as we hoped.

| myself have suffered personal sadness in 2020, losing my
much-loved husband Geoff. | have many blessings to be
thankful for, however, and | see them every day. | know that |
am not alone in being bereaved.

In spite of all this, there have been some amazing things going
on. It really does seem to have brought the best out in people,
and evoked the “Blitz spirit” that we hear about from older people
who had to come through wars.

Essington is a very close-knit community and there have been —
still are — wonderful instances of people pulling together and
helping. We are very lucky to be part of our wonderful village.
Here at St. John’s, we have had to close twice for worship and
are still having to do things very differently. But.....we have
found new ways of worshipping and this has been so very good.
New people have stepped up to the plate and found ways to
lead worship in other ways. We have discovered wonderful
music and uplifting messages. It has been so rewarding. It has
also highlighted just how much talent we have that we didn’t
always know about!
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When we look into history, both recent and far, there have
always been “dark” periods where people thought it would never
end. Butit always did! There IS light at the end of every tunnel.
Even at the very darkest times, we know that Jesus is always
there among us, and we can always see His light shining
through.

Even in his own life, He and His followers found themselves in
lonely and dark places, but they survived, helped each other and
found comfort in God. We can too.

As | write this, it is 21°' December — the shortest day. The nights
are very long, and the days are short. But, tomorrow, the days
start to get lighter again. The light will come back to our world in
many ways.

There is Hope and it is ALWAYS there. We just have to look for
it and let God into our lives. He is just waiting to be asked.
| wish you all a peaceful and good 2021.

Hilary Southern.

In addition to the names in the St John’s Ministry Team, here are
a couple of other numbers you can ring as a first point of
contact;

Rev Rosemary Biddle 01922 419032
Sue Davenport 01922 495516
Sue Hinks-Caldwell 01922 516450

Remember, St. John’s Church can be found on:
Twitter: @StEssington, @StTots
Facebook: St Johns Church Essington
Website: stjohnsessington.co.uk
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ESSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Has a venue available for hire that is suitable for a
wide variety of functions / uses, at reasonable rates

ESSINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Hobnock Road, Essington, WV11 2RF

Licensed Bar available
Catering available from The Old School Tearooms

Charges
Community Centre Hall - £15.00 per hour inc. VAT
or £120.00 per full day hire inc. VAT
Hire of the Council Chamber - £10.00 per hour

Bookings and enquiries can be made by contacting:

Louise Tipler, Acting Clerk to the Council,
01922 711608
Monday-Friday, 8.30 am - 4.30 pm
(Please ring before you visit, to ensure that
the Clerk is in)

Email: clerk@essingtonpc.org
www.essingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Tea Dance @
Essington Community Centre

Every Tuesday Afternoon
2.00 pm -4.00 pm

No partner required!
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A. LLOYD Jay’s Carpets
Th t Nl
PLASTERING AND ARTEXING eC‘;r:gei gﬁ(;g!'”g

, . L For a free measure &
Also Coving, Rendering and Painting quote, with samples

All Work Undertaken brought to your home,
Mobile: 07803 036215 Contact Jay today.
Home No: 01922 408175 You can call, text and
58 Hawthorne Road, Essington WhatsApp on

07957 197489

Standeford Garden Construction
EST 1954 Family Run Business
Block Paving, Tarmacing, Turfing
Slabbing, Fencing.

All General Landscaping.

We also deliver Soil, Sand, Stone, etc.

For a free quote, ring 07748 636549 or

01902 790238

pawn's Pets and Gardens

Specialising in quality wild bird feed and feeders at very low prices.
Huge range of seasonal plants and garden sundries in stock.

Pet feed and supplies for all your pets.

Order service available for products not in stock.

Local delivery available.

00000

Friendly service from a local family run business.

‘Battom shops’, 60 Griffiths Drive, Ashmore Park, Wednesfield, Wv11 2JW

Tel; 01902 659839 E-mail; dawnspets@googlemail.com
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Teleview Services

Television ¢ Video ¢ Satellite
Sales ¢ Service ¢ Rentals
Also
Widescreen TV & Plasma: 24-28-32-42 inch

Call Winston on 07802 933568
or 01922 475782

UNISEX SALON

71 HILL ST. ESSINGTON
Pensioners Rate Mon— Wed
Open:
9.00am - 5.00pm Tue - Fri
9.00am - 6.00pm Thurs

8.00am - 3.00pm Sat.

Tel: (01922) 406786

E. ARROWSMITH & SON

ALL ROOFING, FELT ROOFING
U.P.V.C FASCIA AND GUTTERS
BRICKWORK ETC.
VALLEYS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
185 BROAD LANE, ESSINGTON

TEL. (01922) 477754

REGISTERED PLUMBER
HATHERLEY'S
PLUMBING & HEATING
24 Hour
Emergency service,
also blocked
drains cleared

Tel: (01902) 731878
Mobile phone 07956 824381

S & L Business Services Ltd
Full Accountancy Service for the Small Business.
Specialising in Sole Traders. Self Employed.
Partnership Accounts.

PAYE & VAT Returns. Management Accounts.
Assistance in Corporate Recovery.

For all Enquiries Please Contact Steve Jones,
76 Brownshore Lane, Essington. WV11 2AG
Tel: 01922 494490 Mob: 07917 454136
Email: sw_jones@pbtinternet.com

SPACE VACANT!!

If you would like to
advertise here,
please contact

Stan Bate
01922 477002

stanbate(@btinternet.com

THE 1911 CAFE

Your Community Café and Hub at The Essington Community
Centre. Open Monday to Friday 9-3 Saturday 10-3

With a wide range of hot and cold food and drinks
All day breakfast, takeaway, afternoon tea
Catering also available for events

Visit our Website www.1911cafe.co.uk, Call us 01922 408900

or 07958788911 or Email us hello@1911cafe.co.uk

The 1911 Café, Essington Community Centre,
Hobnock Road, Essington, Wolverhampton, WV11 2RF.
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https://www.1911cafe.co.uk/

ABSTRACT BLINDS
VERTICAL- ROLLER- WOOD Hawthorng Flowers
VENETIAN - VENETIAN
CONSERVATORY BLINDS & Hlome Brew
Free No Obligation Quotes and

Weddings Birthdays Anniversaries & Funerals

Competitive Prices Fresh or Artificial Flowers
Local Eamlly Run Business Gifts & Cards to complement your
Mobile: 07966 025011 Flowers
Or 01902 656688 Tel: 01922 402396

Email: enquiries@hawthorneflowers.co.uk

www.abstractblinds.co.uk
66 Wolverhampton Road, Essington WV11 2BX

WOOD BURNING STOVE
INSTALLATIONS
By Mike Kiely Heating
All aspects of solid fuel & gas work undertaken

HETAS & GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Please telephone Mike on 07968 034344

DJC ROOFING B. N. NORTH & SON LTD
& BUILDING Ltd REGISTERED PLUMBERS

All Types of
Roofing: PLUMBING AND CENTRAL
Firestone Rubber HEATING ENGINEERS.
Flat Roofing

20 Year Guarantee
Felt Rooﬁnl;J Slating 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
’ ON GAS, PLUMBING AND CENTRAL

Tiling, Repairs &
Maintenance. UPVC HEATING

Fascia & Guttering

No Job Too Large RYECROFT COTTAGE
or Small BURSNIPS ROAD,
ESSINGTON WV11 2RE
Contact
Dave Cockayne: ey
07778 338458

or Tel: 01922 475743
01922 404169 Mobile: 07889 887495
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Marcus Cooper
Plumbing & Home Improvements

Bathroom Fitting Kitchen Fitting
Floor and Wall Tiling
Free Bathroom & Kitchen Planning

All work undertaken - from replacing a tap
washer to designing and fitting a new kitchen
Phone for a free quotation

Tel. 01922 405315
Mob. 07950 850661
Kingsway Essington

I —
| Essington MobilitD

Local service you can rely on

We are Moving.....

Still the same great service!

Tel: 01922 413272

www.essingtonmobility.co.uk

I Showrooms now in Leamore and Hednesford
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HOMER HEATING SERVICES LTD
Gas, Oil & Combination Boiler Service & Repair

25 Years Experience 126 Woden Avenue
All Work Guaranteed Wednesfield
Family Run Business Wolverhampton
WV11 1PW
GAS SAFE Reg. Tel: 01902 723849

Mob: 07831 788941

PERMANENT SEAL ROOFING G.R.P.

25 Year Guarantee on Flat Roofs
Using Fibre Glass Materials
All Types of Roofing Work Covered
Home and Garden Improvements Carried Out

For a Free Quote
Tel: David 01922 712877 (Home) 07976 414542 (Mobile)
110 Broad Lane Essington

ASHMORE GLASS
Est. 1998 (of Essington)

Suppliers & Installers of:-

UPVC - WINDOWS / DOORS / PORCHES & CONSERVATORIES

MISTED GLASS REPLACED
FASCIA/ SOFFIT & GUTTERS
GLASS / MIRROR CUT TO SIZE
COMPOSITE / BIFOLD DOORS

FREE QUOTATIONS
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY & MEASURING SERVICE AVAILABLE
UNITS 27 - 29 ESSINGTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
BOGNOP ROAD ESSINGTON, WOLVERHAMPTON

FREEPHONE 0800 980 9620
01902 488334
01922 400029
www.ashmoreglass.co.uk ashmoreglass@btconnect.com
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TOP QUALITY SEASONED LOGS

Suppliers of premium quality well-seasoned
logs. All our logs are air dried and
stored indoors, 17% moisture.

PARK NOOK LOGS Tel: 07715 497426

WILLENHALL RUFC MINI AND JUNIORS
We recruit from the age of 6-18.

We train on Wednesdays from 6.30pm
Find us on Bognop Road, Essington
Please call or text Michelle on 07432 028356

or email:
recruitment@willenhallrufc.co.uk
for more information

Free gift for all new members!

F

(£

PIANO, KEYBOARD, &
MUSIC THEORY, TUITION

All ages — all abilities

ESSINGTON
Tel: Rob, 07576 107832

AJSELLMAN

Family Funeral
Directors

A Special Level of
Care Since 1870

Pre-paid Funeral Plans
and Advice

Bereavement Counselling

Funerals Arranged
in any Area

70 Church Street,
Cannock

St. Michael’s Square,
Penkridge

01543 502322 or
01785 715840

sellmans@ajsellman.com
www.ajsellman.co.uk

Mix Fitness with Friendship!
GENTLE EXERCISE CLASS

For older and less mobile people
All welcome. No upper or lower age limits,
all exercises can be done seated or standing

Essington Wood Methodist Church, Bursnips Road,
Essington, WV11 2RE
every Tuesday at 9.30 am
Refreshments available afterwards
£3.50 per week, pay as you come

Lisa 07773 326373 lisaembrey@hotmail.com
Fully qualified and insured. 10 years’ experience

Foot Health
Practitioner
For all your foot care
Nail trimming
Callus reduced
Corn reduction
Foot massage
Including care for diabetic
patients.
Contact Lorraine Barnes
CFHP.MPSPract.
Essington 07894 343773
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 Farm Shop ¢ Butchery and Deli «
e Restaurant « PYO »

Home reared, home produced and local
produce right on your doorstep!

Pedigree Hereford Beef, Free-Range Pork and
Home Cured Bacon

Homemade Cakes, Pies and Ready Meals
Handmade in our Country Kitchen

Book to try our famous afternoon tea in our restaurant
or carvery roast every Sunday!
Breakfast « Lunch  Afternoon Tea » Sweet Treats

 Opening Hours ¢
Farm Shop: Open daily 9 am-5 pm/Restaurant: Open daily 9 am-4.30 pm

www.essingtonfarm.co.uk/01902 735724/ E O =)
info@essingtonfarm.co.uk 0

Derek Mante BSc (Hons)
M.Ch.S.R.Ch. HCPC STUART MACEY
Podiatrist/Chiropodist Your Local

Having recently taken early Painter & Decorator
retirement from

Specialist Foot Health Services Over 30 Years’
Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust i
where | worked for 17 years Experlence

as Senior Podiatrist, Interior & Exterior

Now practising as Visiting .
Podiatrist in your home. Free Estimates &

Treatments for Diabetics, Arthritis, Quahty Work
Callus, Corns, Verrucas, Ingrowing Guaranteed
Toenails
(using local anaesthetics) 95 Hill Street, Essington

Foot & Toe Nail Infections.
Tel: 01922 478837
Tel: 07929 474459 .
Email: derek.mante@tiscali.co.uk Mobile: 07729 046766
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NEWS FROM ESSINGTON WOOD
January 2021

As | write this, we are coming to the end of 2020, which has
been a very strange and difficult year. Coping with Covid-19
and all the restrictions has been a real trial for everyone.

Hopefully, in 2021 things will improve and we can return to
something more like normal. Very Best Wishes for 2021 from
all at Essington Wood.

Essington Wood is the name given to the area between
Bursnips Road and Broad Lane. There was a worshipping
community in this area long before the first Chapel was
founded. It is thought possible that John Wesley himself may
have visited or inspired the first groups of early Wesleyans, as it
is know that he frequently visited Hilton.

Early in the 19" century, house meetings were held at The Croft
in Bursnips Road, and then in 1854 the first Essington Wood
Chapel was founded - most likely on or very close to the
present site, since the plot is labelled “Chapel Piece” on the
Tithe Map of 1839.

The land was owned by a Mr. Bradley, and it seems likely that
the land remained in his possession during the early life of the
Chapel and was transferred to the Trustees at a later late.

J.C.

Essington Wood Preachers for January 2021

3  Mr. Peter Box
10"™  Mrs. Liz Moore
17"  Rev. Stuart Reed (Covenant Service)
24"™  Worship Leaders
31" Cronogue
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Dear Friends,

It is with a very heavy heart that | post
my final update from Messy Tots. |
have resigned from the role as CYFAM
and am moving forward with my own projects.

| know | will miss Messy Tots, it was such great fun to be a
part of, and a real privilege to have met so many of you in
the process. | will miss the children from St. John’s School
and the great stories we shared in assemblies and services
together.

My mission was always to bring Jesus to life in our story
telling and through him, to bring children to know His father
God. | hope some of those stories will stay with you and
those little mustard seeds of faith we sang about every
week will continue to grow.

Jesus' love is indeed very wonderful and | pray you feel His
presence now and always.

Every blessing, Janette x

Essington Guild of Friends

Essington Guild of Friends sends very best wishes to everyone
for a Happy New Year - hopefully 2021 will be better for
everyone.

Let’s hope that, before too long, meetings can be resumed.

Page 15




Friends of .
Essington .- g

Social Events - FoE Pub Quiz

Due to the latest Covid-19 lockdown, all further quizzes will take
place “virtually” on a fortnightly basis. Follow us on Twitter for
the latest dates.

2021 Friends of Essington Calendar

A limited number of our 2021 Calendar are still available from
the usual outlets, including the Post Office, Hawthorne
Pharmacy, or any committee member.

Price: A minimum donation of £2.00, all proceeds to go
towards projects in the village.

2022 Friends of Essington Calendar

The committee would like once again to extend an invitation to
the community to submit photos of Essington. Seasonal
variations would be welcomed for the 2022 Calendar.

Please submit pictures to the following email address:
foessington@gmail.com

Any pictures submitted will be assumed to be copyright free.
We aim to place photos into a selection process by the end of
August 2021.

Environmental

Some of our committee members have been keeping
themselves busy by planting bulbs around the village.

Should be a nice welcome for Spring 2021. @

continued.....
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We welcome the opportunity to thank the anonymous members
of the village who assist in keeping the area clean and tidy.

Become a Member?

We are always looking for new members and would welcome
anyone who would like to spend a few hours a month helping to
maintain and improve our village environment. If you are
interested, please contact us by email foessington@gmail.com,
on Twitter @FoEssington or via our website:
http://friendsofessington.com

We wish all our members, supporters and sponsors a
Happy New Year!

1*" January 1950.

"Some generous friend may have given you a plant token
for Christmas, and you may be wondering, as I am now
wondering, how best to expend it. A plant token is a
real gift from heaven; it represents an extravagance
one might hesitate fo commit for oneself; a luxury, an
extra, a treat. One has no alternative for, unlike a
cheque, one cannot virtuously put it fo the reduction of
one's overdraft. There is nothing to be done with it
except to buy a plant.”

Vita Sackville-West.

| hope you find the “Letter” on the following pages interesting. It
was sent to me by Mary White, and | thank her for it. If you find
the time dragging over the New Year, it would be fascinating to
look up all those references.....

Ed.
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FATHER’SLOVELETTER

An intimate message from God to you.

MY Child,

You may not know me, but | know everything about you. psalm
139:1 | know when you sit down and when you rise up. Psalm 139:2 |
am familiar with all your ways. psalm 139:3 Even the very hairs on
your head are numbered. Matthew 10:29-31 For you were made in
my image. Genesis 1:27 In me you live and move and have your
being. Acts 17:28 For you are my offspring. Acts 17:28 | knew you
even before you were conceived. Jeremiah 1:4-5 | chose you when |
planned creation. ephesians 1:11-12 You were not a mistake, for all
your days are written in my book. psalm 139:15-16 | determined the
exact time of your birth and where you would live. Acts 17:26 You
are fearfully and wonderfully made. psalm 139:14 | knit you
together in your mother's womb. psalm 139:13 And brought you
forth on the day you were born. psaim 71:6 | have been
misrepresented by those who don't know me. John 8:41-44 | am not
distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love. 1 john
4:16 And it is my desire to lavish my love on you. 1 John 3:1 Simply
because you are my child and | am your Father. 11ohn 3:1 | offer
you more than your earthly father ever could. matthew 7:11 For |
am the perfect father. matthew 5:48 Every good gift that you receive
comes from my hand. james 1:17 For | am your provider and | meet
all your needs. matthew 6:31-33 My plan for your future has always
been filled with hope. Jeremiah 29:11 Because | love you with an
everlasting love. Jeremiah 31:3 My thoughts toward you are
countless as the sand on the seashore. psalm 139:17-18 And | rejoice
over you with singing. zephaniah 3:17 | will never stop doing good to
you. Jeremiah 32:40 For you are my treasured possession. Exodus 19:5 /
desire to establish you with all my heart and all my soul. Jeremiah

32:41 And | want to show you great and marvellous things. Jeremiah
33:3
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If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me.

Deuteronomy 4:29 Delight in me and | will give you the desires of
your heart. psalm 37:4 For it is | who gave you those desires.
Philippians 2:13 | am able to do more for you than you could possibly
imagine. Ephesians 3:20 For | am your greatest encourager. 2
Thessalonians 2:16-17 | am also the Father who comforts you in all
your troubles. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 When you are brokenhearted, | am
close to you. psalm 34:18 As a shepherd carries a lamb, | have
carried you close to my heart. 1saiah 40:11 One day | will wipe away
every tear from your eyes. Revelation 21:3-4 And I'll take away all the
pain you have suffered on this earth. Revelation 21:3-4 | am your
Father, and | love you even as | love my son, Jesus. John 17:23 For in
Jesus, my love for you is revealed. John 17:26 He is the exact
representation of my being. Hebrews 1:3 He came to demonstrate
that I am for you, not against you. Romans 8:31 And to tell you that
I am not counting your sins. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 Jesus died so that
you and | could be reconciled. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 His death was the
ultimate expression of my love for you. 1 John 4:10 | gave up
everything I loved that | might gain your love. Romans 8:31-32

If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me. 1 John 2:23
And nothing will ever separate you from my love again. Romans
8:38-39 Come home and I'll throw the biggest party heaven has
ever seen. Luke 15:7

I have always been Father, and will always be Father. Ephesians 3:14
-15

My question is... Will you be my child? john 1:12-13
| am waiting for you. Luke 15:11-32

With Love,
Your Dag,
Almighty God.

Page 19



VILLAGE INFORMATION

Doctors Libberton, Ram & Gulati

Essington Community Centre,
Essington Medical Centre,
Hobnock Road, WV11 2RF.

Tel: 01922 470130

Open: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6.30 p.m.
Tuesday 8 a.m. - 7.30 p.m.

Pharmacy

Hawthorne Chemist,

Essington Community Centre.

Tel: 01922 491249

Open times: Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
& Fri 8.30 am - 6.30 pm,

Sat 9 am - 1 pm

Registration of Births & Deaths

Register Office:

Cannock Chase Council Offices
Beecroft Road, Cannock,

WS11 1BG.

Tel: 0300 111 8001

Visits by appointment only.
Mon. to Fri. 9a.m. — 5 p.m.

Playgroup
For details, ring: 01922 403255

[Essington Post Office

69 Hill Street, Essington.
Telephone: 01922 475379

Open Times:

Mon - Fri 6.30a.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 6.30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Police contact number
Tel: 03001234455

Essington Medical Centre -
Patient Participation Group

We are looking for new members.
If you are a patient and would like
to be involved, please contact the
surgery.

DEADLINE DATE FOR THE FEBRUARY 2021 MAGAZINE —
THURSDAY 21% JANUARY 2021

Material received after this date may be held over to the next month. Also,
some material may have to be held over if there is not enough space
available to print it. All letters, notices of thanks, articles, poems etc. must
be accompanied by the full name and address of the sender. Material
received by the Editor without this information will not be published.

Material for publication in the next issue, please forward to :
Mrs Kate Rissbrook, Blackhalve Farm, Blackhalve Lane, Essington,
WV11 2BB Tel. 01902 732886
E-mail: stjohns_mag1@btinternet.com
All Advertising matters to:

Mr S. Bate, 86 Hill St, Essington. Tel. 01922 477002
E-mail: stanbate@pbtinternet.com
If you would like to receive this monthly Magazine:

(£5 for 12 issues, delivered free of charge)

Contact Mrs Bea Hammond, Tel. 01922 478753
E-mail: beatrice@bhammond.co.uk

Printed and published by St. John’s Church, Essington.
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